Australian Children’s Folklore Collection
In 1979 June Factor and Gwenda Davey established the Australian Children’s Folklore Collection at the Institute of Early Childhood Development in Melbourne.  June Factor, a lecturer in English at IECD, had collaborated with Associate Professor Ian Turner (Monash University) and the oral historian Wendy Lowenstein on the second edition of an uncensored collection of Australian children’s playlore, Cinderella Dressed in Yella, (Heinemann Educational, Melbourne, 1978).  From the early 1970s, June Factor and her students collected large numbers of playground rhymes, games, etc, some of which were published in Cinderella.  

Gwenda Davey, a lecturer in psychology and multicultural studies at IECD, had been funded in 1975 and 1976 by the Australian Government Children’s Commission to produce the Multicultural Cassette Series, a kit of 24 cassette tapes and manual of traditional stories, songs and rhymes for young children in Italian, Greek, Spanish, Turkish, Serbian, Croatian, Arabic, Macedonian and English.  The kit was published at the Institute of Early Childhood Development in Melbourne in 1979.

The research material from these two projects was combined to establish the Australian Children’s Folklore Collection and a twice-yearly publication, The Australian Children’s Folklore Newsletter (now Play and Folklore) which began in 1981, edited by Gwenda Davey and June Factor. The ACFC grew from continuing fieldwork and research, and was moved to the University of Melbourne archives in 1989, when June Factor took up a position at the university’s Australian Centre. In 1999, she donated the ACFC to Museum Victoria. The Museum now also publishes Play and Folklore.  The ACFC is the largest archive of children’s folklore in Australia, and one of the few in the world. In 2004 it was honoured by being listed on the UNESCO Australia Memory of the World Register.

